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General
e Capital: Colombo (economically) and Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte (seat of Parliament)
e Languages: Sinhala, Tamil
e Common Foreign Languages: English
e Religion: Buddhism (69%), Hinduism (15%), Islam (9%), Christianity (7%)
e Population: about 20.2 million
e Currency: Sri Lankan Rupee (1 Sri Lankan Rupee = 100 cents)
e Exchange Rate: 1 Euro = approx. 156 Sri Lankan Rupees
e Tel:+94

Accommodation
e Mentioned hotels are subject to the availability of the requesting period. Alternatives can be
provided with same hotel categories with good reviews and quality if mentioned hotels are
not available and hotels can be offered for the clients as per there interests around Sri Lanka.

Weather
e Weather unpredictable due to the climate changes around Sri Lanka.

Cultural characteristics

e Religious rituals and ceremonies have a great influence on everyday life in Sri Lanka. Please
show respect in religious sites or religious statues and pictures. Take care of the religious
sensitivities of the population and adapt behaviour and clothing to local customs. This is
especially true for less tourist beaches, where mainly locals bathe.

Water

e Water from the tap should not be drunk in Sri Lanka. Water bottles with filtered water are
available everywhere. For all round trips that you book through us, you will be provided with
free drinking water in the car during the entire round trip.

Clothing

e For this tour, we recommend the use of solid footwear, adequate clothing for religious and
cultural sites, sun cream and insect repellent.
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Festivals & Holidays

e Full moon days (poya days) are public holidays in Sri Lanka. Here, most shops are closed and
most restaurants and bars do not offer alcohol. On beaches, it can be a bit crowded on these
days, as many locals go on holiday to the sea.

e The probably most spectacular festival in Sri Lanka is the Kandy-Esala-Perehera Festival,
which takes place every year for 10 days in August (2016 from 8.8 to 18.8.). The magnificent
and colorful festive procession, which takes place every evening and is accompanied by
adorned elephants, is unrivaled all over the world. But also many smaller Perehera parades and
festivals, which are regularly held in all parts of the country, are very nice to look at and give a
good insight into the cultural customs of the locals.
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